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The American Civil War

1861 - 1865

The American Civil War

UNIT PLAN INTRODUCTION

a) Grade Level: 8

b) Facilitated by:  

c) Length of Unit: 13 Lessons

d) Goals:  We will make the Civil War real for our eight grade class by using group activities, primary sources, artifacts, re-enactors, students projects, field trips and room displays. This unit contains 12 detailed lessons on Core Knowledge Civil War topics and a Civil War Culminating Activity.

i) General Unit Objectives 

(1) The student will use Civil War facts.

(2) The student will use Civil War primary sources to do research.

(3) The student will use critical thinking skills to analyze the Civil War. 

(4) The student will use Civil War information to read and understand charts.

(5) The student will read information and be able to recall important facts.

(6) The students will obtain an understanding of the importance of the Civil War on our history and how it still affects us today.

ii) Specific Content

(1) Unit Introduction and Fort Sumter

(a) The student will be able to explain events directly preceding the Fort Sumter battle and how the battle and the Civil War began.

(b) The student will develop a class timeline that will be added to during the entire Civil War Unit.

(c) The student will prepare a Fort Sumter battle chart  of both Northern positions and Southern positions from primary and secondary sources.

(2) Yankees and Rebels: Blue and Gray (2 day lesson plan)
(a) The student will participate in a Civil War Re-enactor presentation. 

(b) The student will learn about the experiences of soldiers during the Civil War. 

(c) The student will examine a photo (primary source) for details, and answer questions about the photo. 

(d) The student will study a primary source document and answer questions about it. 

(e) The student will correctly label the parts of a soldier's uniform. 

(f) The student will do a comparison chart of his schedule versus a soldier's schedule. 

(g) The student will write a letter as if he were a soldier writing home from camp and place the letter in their Civil War Portfolio

(3) Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant

(a) The student will be able to describe General Ulysses S. Grant and General Robert E. Lee. 

(b) The student will create a map showing birthplaces and other important places in Lee's and Grant's lives, and add it to their Civil War Portfolio. 

(c) The student will watch a movie about Grant and Lee, take notes, and do a Venn diagram showing the similarities and differences of the two men. 

(d) The student will use multiple primary source documents to extract information about Lee's life. 

(4) The Emancipation Proclamation (2 day lesson plan)

(a) The student will explain what the Emancipation Proclamation did and did not do. 

(b) The student will explain the link between the Emancipation Proclamation and the use of black troops in the war. 

(c) The student will read an information sheet on the Emancipation Proclamation, and answer questions. 

(d) As a primary source, the student will study a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation to examine cause and effect in history (from "The Civil War: A Survey," Cobblestone, Vol. 6, Lesson 14).

(5) African-American troops, Massachusetts regiment & Shaw 

(a) The student will be able to explain how the blacks were affected by the Civil War, and how they were treated differently from soldiers in other regiments

(b) The student will learn about the experiences of black units including the Mass. 54th Regiment.

(6) Gettysburg (2 day lesson plan)

(a) The student will view excerpts from the move “Gettysburg” 

(b) The student will explain what was important about the Battle of Gettysburg. 

(c) The student will create a map showing the battle locations and other important places around Gettysburg. They will add this to their Civil War Portfolio 

(d) The student will examine the causes, major battles, leaders and effects of the Battle of Gettysburg. 

(e) The student will answer important questions regarding the battle. 

(f) The student will participate in a discussion of Michigan units and their involvement in the battle.

(g) The student will create a pictograph of the Battle of Gettysburg using facts from a chart. 

(7) The Gettysburg Address

(a) The student will analyze and interpret the Gettysburg Address.

(b) The student will compare and contrast Lincoln’s different draft Gettysburg Address speeches. 

(c) The student will identify and understand the use of antithesis in the address.

(8) Sherman's life 

(a) The student will examine Sherman’s military life and association with Grant.

(b) The student will explain the link between Sherman and Grant.

(c) The student will create a map showing battles Sherman fought in. They will add this to their Civil War Portfolio.

(d) The student will answer questions about Sherman’s life. 

(9) Sherman's March to the Sea  

(a) The student will translate words into pictures to visualize the march through Georgia.
(b) The student will recognize geographical challenges that were faced by the Union Troops.
(c) The student will judge military strategies that were employed.
(10) Burning of Atlanta

(a) The student will examine the significance of the Burning of Atlanta but during the war and after the war. 

(b) The student will view pictures of the Burning of Atlanta to understand the conditions in Atlanta and write a short letter, as if they lived in Atlanta at the time, to a friend describing the conditions in Atlanta after Sherman’s men burnt the city. They will add this to their Civil War Portfolio.

(11) Surrender at Appomattox 

(a) The student will gain an understanding of how the surrender affected the troops on both sides.

(b) The students will study the General Grant and General Lee as people and again an understanding of how the war affected them. 

(c) The student will gain an understanding of how the outcome of the war impacts our country today. 

(12) Michigan’s participation in the Civil War

(a) In the School Computer Lab, given a relevant hyperlink sheet, the student will use the Internet to develop a list of Michigan units that participated in the Civil War.

(b) The student will list, using the computer word processor, the following information for each Michigan Civil War units:

(i) Unit Name

(ii) Activation Location & Date

(iii) Major Campaigns, Battles, and/or Engagements

(iv) Inactivation Location & Date

(v) Hyperlink where the information is located

(c) The student will print their list and place it in their Civil War Portfolio.

(d) The student will participate in a discussion of Michigan’s participation in the War.

(13) Culminating Activity On the Civil War (2 day lesson plan)

(a) The students will participate in a field trip to a Civil War Reenactment.

(b) The students will act as Civil War era reporters during the Reenactment and will develop a newspaper article based on their observation of the battle and Civil War camp life. 

e) Prerequisite Student Skills:

i) Training in using primary resources 

ii) Basic Civil War material taught in grade school 

iii) Map reading skills 

iv) Timeline skills 

v) Chart reading skills 

vi) Graph making and reading skills 

vii) Note taking skills

viii) Basic Technology skills

(1) General computer use skills

(2) Word Processor skills

(3) Internet Browsing skills

(4) Internet search skills

f) Directed Teaching Required:

i) Vocabulary word from each lesson plan

ii)  Creating and using pictographs

iii)  Creating Civil War era battle maps

g) Teacher Background Knowledge:
i) Theme Series-Civil War, Creative Teaching Press 

ii) Civil War Unit by Interact 

iii) "The Civil War, A Survey," vol. 6, Cobblestone Publishing, 1996

iv) Liberty For All, Joy Hakim, D.C. Health, 1994

v) War Terrible War, Joy Hakim, Oxford, 1994

vi) Reconstruction and Reform, Joy Hakim, D.C. Heath / Oxford 1994

vii) Field Trip, War Between the States, Modern Curriculum Press ISBN0-8136-6285-0

viii) A Chronology of African American Military Service From the Civil War to World War I, available on-line at: http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html

h) Michigan Strands/Standards/Benchmarks:

	Strands
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Standards
	1.1
1.2

1.3
1.4
	2.1
2.2

2.3
	3.1

3.2
	4.1

4.3
	5.1
	6.1

6.2

	Benchmarks
	1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.9

1.2.1

1.2.2
1.2.4
	1.2.11

1.2.12

1.3.1

1.4.1

1.4.3

1.4.4
	2.1.8 2.2.5
	3.1.1

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.2.1

3.2.3
	
	5.1.2
	6.1.1

6.1.3

6.2.1
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� This Unit plan is based on  “Making the Civil War Come Alive” by: Debbie Carpenter, Crooksville Exempted Schools, Crooksville, Ohio and is available on-line at: http://www.coreknowledge.org/CKproto2/resrcs/lessons/598CivilWar.htm





